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Mark Guard could have been one of many jobless workers included in Green Bay's 11.9 percent 
unemployment rate. Thanks in part to a pioneering collaboration between the University of Wisconsin-
Fox Valley in Menasha and UW-Platteville, Guard is a well-paid engineer at Schneider National Inc.

 

When Guard had to leave his 20-year career as an automotive transmission technician for health reasons, 
the service jobs he was offered paid about a third of his previous salary. The ABET-accredited bachelor's 
degree in mechanical engineering program offered by UW-Platteville entirely on the two-year UW-Fox 
Valley campus in Menasha allowed Guard to earn his degree without moving his family.

Engineers, by developing products and improving business and manufacturing processes, give companies 
the competitive edge needed to successfully compete in the global market. College-educated workers, 
including engineers, can help expand and attract new businesses and contribute tax dollars.

A dozen years ago, UW-Fox Valley Campus Executive Officer and Dean Jim Perry and I talked with 
business leaders who were questioning the financial wisdom of keeping their companies in Wisconsin 
because of the lack of workers with an engineering bachelor's degree. At the same time, we heard from 
workers who wanted to continue their engineering education, but could not leave the Fox Valley because 
of family and employment responsibilities. In fall 2002 our effort to match Wisconsin residents' need for 
accessible educational opportunities and businesses' need for degreed workers debuted on the UW-Fox 
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Valley campus as the UW-Platteville/UW Colleges Collaborative Engineering Program.

All 35 graduates of the program have been hired, with 34 landing jobs within 100 miles of the UW-Fox 
Valley campus. Currently approximately 275 students at UW-Fox Valley, UW-Marathon County 
(Wausau), UW-Marinette and UW-Rock County (Janesville) are enrolled in baccalaureate engineering 
courses delivered through locally based faculty, mobile labs and online instruction.

UW-Platteville and UW Colleges' plan to expand this innovative program to UW-Sheboygan and UW-
Washington County (West Bend) is on hold because of lack of state support.

I join business and community leaders throughout the state in urging the state Legislature to redirect 
funding to the UW-Platteville/UW Colleges Collaborative Engineering Program in the 2009-11 state 
budget.

Brad Hansen is president of Heartland Business Systems and Avastone Technologies in Little Chute 
and vice president of the UW Colleges and UW-Extension Board of Visitors.

In Your Voice| Read reactions to this story Hide Comments 
 

 

 

●      

●      

●      

●      

●      

●      

●      

●      

●     Partners: 
●     Jobs: CareerBuilder.com 
●     Cars: Cars.com 
●     Homes: HomeFinder.com 
●     Apartments: Apartments.com 
●     Shopping: ShopLocal.com 

●     HOME | 
●     NEWS | 
●     PACKERS | 
●     SPORTS | 
●     BUSINESS | 
●     MULTIMEDIA | 
●     OPINION | 
●     OBITUARIES | 
●     ENTERTAINMENT | 
●     BUY SELL SHOP | 
●     CUSTOMER SERVICE | 
●     SUBSCRIBE | 
●     Site Map

●     Appleton Post-Crescent | 
●     Fond du Lac Reporter | 
●     Green Bay Press-Gazette | 
●     Manitowoc Herald Times Reporter | 
●     Marshfield News Herald | 
●     Oshkosh Northwestern  

javascript:
javascript:
http://www.gannett.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/apartments
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/cars
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/jobs
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/homes
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/shopping
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/dating
http://www.careerbuilder.com/
http://www.cars.com/
http://www.homefinder.com/
http://www.apartments.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/news
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/section/PKR01
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/sports
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/business
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/multimedia
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/opinion
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/obituaries
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/entertainment
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/classifieds
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/customerservice
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/subscribe
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/section/sitemapHTML
http://www.postcrescent.com/
http://www.fdlreporter.com/
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/
http://www.htrnews.com/
http://www.marshfieldnewsherald.com/
http://www.thenorthwestern.com/


●     Sheboygan Press | 
●     Stevens Point Journal | 
●     Wausau Daily Herald | 
●     Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune | 
●     Go Door County | 
●     Packers News | 
●     WISinfo 

Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy , updated March 2009.

http://www.sheboyganpress.com/
http://www.stevenspointjournal.com/
http://www.wausaudailyherald.com/
http://www.wisconsinrapidstribune.com/
http://www.godoorcounty.com/
http://www.packersnews.com/
http://www.wisinfo.com/
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/section/TERMS
http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/section/PRIVACY

	Local Disk
	Guest column: Engineering program answers area need | greenbaypressgazette.com | Green Bay Press-Gazette


	EHPOMAGACMMECLCPMNOKMODMJGLELKIG: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 1100
	f2: 100
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form3: 
	f1: [d]
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: 
	f5: 
	f6: 
	f7: 

	form2: 
	f1: comment
	f2: 
	x: 
	f3: 

	f4: 




