
   
 
Best Practices in UWEX Service-Learning 
 
Wisconsin Master Gardener Program 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Programming 
 
The Wisconsin Master Gardener Program trains volunteers to aid UW-Extension staff by 
helping people in the community better understand horticulture and their environment. 
The Columbia County Master Gardener’s project, Lifelong Gardening, started off as an 
educational opportunity to work with a local nursing home, Thrivent Financial, and area 
high school students to extend the benefits of gardening to wheel-chair bound nursing 
home residents.  This project has since blossomed into a full service-learning experience 
for Master Gardener members who have expanded their own understanding of needs 
and strategies for lifelong gardening, while working to take this knowledge into the 
community.  To date, the Columbia County Master Gardeners have created an 
educational display and several brochures, and conducted three sessions to help 
community members learn how they can enable people of all ages and abilities to enjoy 
the benefits of gardening. 
 
Contact information: 
Becky Gutzman, Columbia County Master Gardeners 
rebecca.gutzman@ces.uwex.edu
 
For more information about the Wisconsin Master Gardener program, contact 
Susan E. Mahr, Master Gardener Coordinator 
608-265-4504, susan.mahr@ces.uwex.edu
 

UW-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming, including Title IX and ADA. 
   
If you need this material in another format, please contact Amy Hilgendorf, AmeriCorps*VISTA, (608) 262-4584.  
 

mailto:rebecca.gutzman@ces.uwex.edu
mailto:susan.mahr@ces.uwex.edu

